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12 August 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 12 August 1969

DD/I asked the Director whether the piece by Lou Sandine on
the recent Newsweek article on the Sino/Soviet situation had been
satisfactory to him. The Director acknowledged that it had been.

. Godfrey noted the considerable surge in enemy activity in Vietnam
as reported in today's publications.

Godfrey called attention to Soviet fleet activity in the Caribbean
and to the late discovery of an E-2 Class submarine.

D/ONE noted that he anticipates no objections to the two Estimates
scheduled for USIB consideration today, i.e., NIE 11/13 and SNIE 64. 2.

DD/S related that today we will commence a two-week trial self-
bussing system in the cafeterias and briefed on why this is necessary in
terms of our inability to get and retain cafeteria employees. The Direc-
tor concurred that we can give this new system a try.

Carver briefed on increased enemy activity in Vietnam and under -
lined a sharp increase in anticipated ground actions in the III Corps
area.

*The Director questioned the DD/P on what coordination process
was involved in the Chuyen/Green Beret affair. The DD/P and Carver
offered explanations. Houston pointed to the | |
The Director made it clear that he understands the situation but noted that
such details of our noninvolvement may not be helpful in the last analysis.
The Director asked the DD/P to prepare a brief memorandum on the situa-
tion, to cable its contents to Dr. Kissinger, and to provide copies to
Goodwin and Maury. Carver noted that he and Houston will be seeing Gen-
eral Wheeler and DOD Deputy General Counsel Niederlehner today at 5 p.m.,
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lagreed

with the DD/P's view that selected Chiefs of Station be provided a back-
grounder in the event they are questioned. The DD/P raised what
response State should make in the event they are questioned regarding
allegations of our involvement, and the Director concurred in State's
position that the inquiries be referred to Defense. The Director asked
that Maury brief Ed Braswell again, determine whether Senator Russell
wishes a briefing, brief Congressman Rivers and Senators Thurmond

and Mansfield, and determine what additional South Carolina congressmen
it would be useful to see.

Maury reported that according to Bill Woodruff Senator Russell is
pleased with the way we are handling releases from the Reserve in
support of the Radios.

Maury noted that he was in touch with Chairman Henderson, who
is of the opinion that, if the FBI holds the line on the Ervin bill, we
should probably do likewise. The Director noted that he saw Robert
Hampton last night and reported Hampton's helpful attitude toward the
Ervin bill.

5X1

The Director read from a cable he was releasing providing guidance
in connection with Senator Mansfield's Asian trip and received Maury's
and the DD/P's favorable comment.

Bross reported that he will be seeing Robert Froehlke at lunch on
Thursday and will be discussing with him the ARDF/Laos matter. Carver
added that Laird and Packard have looked into the availability of aircraft.

DD/S&T briefed on the human resources annex to the verification
study in support of SALT. The Director asked the DD/P and DD/I to
remain after the meeting to review this material in detail, explaining

that this review is in response to a request conveyed to him byl

25

Approved ForF#fa&i7U057T1/23 | CIA-RDP80R01284A001400110063-7

AN
N Q v

25



Approvetﬁw ReleaWOQﬂjﬂmﬁﬂc_lﬁ
pwd Cool.ea

1-RDP80R01284A00180011

0063-7

*Extracted and sent to action officer

/L. K. White
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EREL CASE VICTIM

IS LINKED 70 C.LA.

(Lawyer Calls Missing -Man
[l Dangerous Double Agent

By TERENCE smMITH v

Special to The New York Times
SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Aug. 11—The lawyer for one
Bof the eight Special Forces
soldiers facing possible charges
of murdér said today that the
jvictim in the mysterious case
fwas a ‘“dangerous Communist
fdouble agent” who had been
working simultaneously for the

Central Intelligent Agency and -

| North Vietnamese intelligence.

The counsel, George Gregory
of Cheraw, S. C., also implied
[that the United States Central
Intelligence Agency had or-
dered the agent’s execution.

[In Washington, responsible
Government sources denied
that the C.I.A. had any con-
| nection whatsoever with the
| case. They were commenting
on reports that the - C.LA.
had both ordered the execus
tion and for an unexplained
reason had revoked the order
a few days after June 20, the
day it had-already been car-
ried out.]

Earlier in the day an -in.
formed source in Nhatrang, site
of the headquarters of the Spe-
cial Forces, or Green Berets,
also said that it was the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency that

Continued on Page 4, Colunmin 3
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had directed that the agent be
disposed of. According to. reli-
able reports,-the man was shot
June 20 and dumped into the
South China Sea off Nhatrang
in a weighted canvas bag. A
search for the body by United
State Navy ship.was aban-
doned yesterday. ’

Mr. Gregory made his re-
'marks at a news conference
here tonight after visiting with
his client, Maj. Thomas C. Mid-
dleton Jr. of Jefferson, S. C.,
stockade at nearby Longbinh.
Maj. Middleton is being confined
there along with the six other of-
ficers, including Col. Robert B.
Rheault, the former commander
of all the Special Forces in
Vietnam and a sergeant. They
are all facing possible charges
of premeditated murder and

‘I conspiracy to commit murder.

Asked at the news conference
if the Central Intelligence
Agency had ordered the agent’s
execution, Mr. Gregory -said:
“We have a lot of facts along
that line, but because of secu-
rity reasons I don’t think I
should go into the details of the
case now.”

‘Gravely Involved’

A, moment later, when the
question was rephrased, Mr.
Gregory replied by saying. “You

fwill” find that whatever hap-
.pened in the case . .
|the CILA. was gravely

. that
in-
volved.” Again, he refused to
elaborate on grounds of se-
curity. R
Discussing the victim in the
incident, Mr. Gregory said that

|as the case developed it would

be proved that he was “a dan-

erous Communist double agent
hired by the best financed
agency of the United States
Government, the C.LA. — let’s

put the finger right where it
should be — to -gather facts.”

“The agent was working for|
the C.I.A. when it was discov-
ered—thank God it was discov-
ered so that the lives of agents
and fighting people could be
saved——that he was not really
in the employ of our forces but
in the employ of the North Viet-

1 for Maj. Thomas C.

George Gregory, center, def

Forces men charged with murder of Viethamese agent, at

|Victim in 'Green Beret Case Is Linked to the CIA.

United Press Internatiomal

Middleton Jr., one of Special
news conference in Saigon.

Sources - in Washington re-
ported last week that the agent
was a member of a team of
non-American operatives as-
signed to observe the movement
of enemy troops and supplies
on both sides of the Cambodian
border. The agent is reported to
have betrayed the team to the
North Vietnamese sometime. in
late May or June.

Several members of the team
were reported to have been
killed and the Special .Forces
subsequently turned up infor-|
mation said to implicate the
agent. He was then reported
to have been questioned by the
Special Forces and, according
to reliable sources, by the
C.I.A. The decision was then
said to have been made to
eliminate the agent. . Though
the decision was said to have,
been made by the C.LA., mem-
bers of the Special Forces were
reported to have carried out the;
order.

namese,” the lawyer said.

The decision was then made

to eliminate the agent. Though
the decision was said to have
been made by the C.LA., mem-
bers of the Special Forces-were
reported to have carried out the
order. . -

Such cases are not unusual in
South Vietnam, where, because
of the internecine nature of the
conflict, double agents are com-
mon. However, formal prose-
cution is virtually unheard of
in such incidents. They are
usually kept within the military
family. Most often they are
handied by the South Vietnam-
ese military.

Mother Gets Instructions
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 11 —
The mother of a Special Forces
soldier facing a possible court
martial in the murder of a Viet-
namese said today she had
“been entrusted by him not to
say a word.”

Mrs. Thomas C. Middleton Sr.

ceived a letter today from her
son, Major Middleton, directing
her to say nothing about the
case in which he is involved.

Official military sources both
here and in South Vietnam have
disclosed few details of the case
despite growing public interest.
Secrecy has cloaked all aspects
of the investigation.

“If he can’t talk, his mother
sure won't,” said Mrs. Middle-
ton, a widow who is 57 years
old. “I am very proud of him.
He's a complete Army man.”
She spoke ‘in a telephone in-
terview.

SouthKorean SlainatBorder
Special to The New York Times
SEOUL, South Korea, Aug. 11
—A South Korean soldier was
killed and two others were

in the demilitarized zone, the
South Korean Defense Ministry

of Jefferson, S. C., said she re-

announced today.




